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CHECKLIST

Pergola Shade Planning Checklist

Measure the pergola at rafter level to know how much material you
need

Decide whether you want removable or permanent cover based on
winter use

Check that posts and beams can support the weight of roofing or
mature plants

Choose outdoor-grade materials rated for British weather and UV
exposure

Use rust-proof fixings—stainless steel screws for sheets, galvanised
hooks for fabric

Test the installation in light rain to spot leaks or sagging before the first
storm

Plan drainage if fitting solid roofing—water needs somewhere to go

Keep added materials in proportion to the frame to avoid an unbalanced
look
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