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Measure the space and check the ground is level or note any slope

Decide if you need full weather protection or prefer dappled shade

Confirm the structure meets permitted development limits for height

and position

Choose timber, metal or a mix based on budget and maintenance time

Plan foundations: concrete pads for gazebos, post shoes or footings for

pergolas

Order materials or a kit, allowing time to treat timber before assembly

Consider how climbing plants or furniture will work with the structure

Check for overhead cables, underground services and boundary

clearances
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